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 Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Depart London. 

Day 2  Arrive Bengaluru, transfer to Nagarhole.  

Day 3/8 Kabini River Lodge.  

Day 9 Bengaluru (Bangalore).   

Day 10 Fly London 

 

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary extension 

Day 9/11  Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary.  

Day 12  Bengaluru.  

Day 13 Fly London. 

 

Single room supplement 
£595 (extension: £195) 

Grading 
Grade A. Easy to moderate with occasional day walks. 

Focus 
Black Panther, other mammals and birds. 
 

Highlights 

● Seven nights at spectacular Kabini River Lodge.  

● Small group – maximum six people plus an expert 
Naturetrek naturalist guide. 

● Explore Kabini by jeep and boat, searching for Blackie 
and other Leopards.   

● Fantastic supporting cast includes Asian Elephants, 
Tigers, Gaur, and a chance of Dhole (Indian Wild Dog). 

● Amazing birdlife, including endemic Blue-winged 
Parakeet, Malabar Grey Hornbill & White-bellied Treepie. 

From top: Blackie, Tiger, Asian Elephant 
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● Fly in and out of Bengaluru, on direct British Airways flights.  

● Expertly escorted by an Indian Naturetrek naturalist. 

● Top tip: extend tour with a stay in Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 

 

Dates and cost 

2020 

 

Sunday 15th November — Tuesday 24th November 2020           Cost: £3,395 

Post-tour extension to Wayanad: till Friday 27th November          Cost: £995 

 

2021 

 

Friday 5th February – Sunday 14th February 2021   Cost: £3,395 

Wayanad extension: to Wednesday 17th February                        Cost: £995 

 

Sunday 14th February – Tuesday 23rd February 2021   Cost: £3,395 

Wayanad extension: to Friday 26th February                                 Cost: £995 

 

Sunday 7th March – Tuesday 16th March 2021                Cost: £3,395 

Wayanad extension: to Friday 19th March                                     Cost: £995 

 

Sunday 14th March – Tuesday 23rd March 2021   Cost: £3,395 

Wayanad extension: to Friday 26th March                                     Cost: £995 

 

Sunday 28th March – Tuesday 6th April 2021                 Cost: £3,395 

Wayanad extension: to Friday 9th April                                          Cost: £995 

 

2022 

 

Sunday 13th February – Tuesday 22nd February 2022   Cost: £3,595 

Wayanad extension: to Friday 25th February                                 Cost: £995 

 

Sunday 27th February – Tuesday 8th March 2022                         Cost: £3,595 

Wayanad extension: to Friday 11th March                                     Cost: £995 

 

Sunday 20th March – Tuesday 29th March 2022   Cost: £3,595 

Wayanad extension: to Friday 1st April                                          Cost: £995 

  

Sunday 3rd April – Tuesday 12th April 2022                 Cost: £3,595 

Wayanad extension: to Friday 15th April                                        Cost: £995 

 

 

£500 reduction on all departures if booked land-only (Bengaluru/Bengaluru). 
Other tailor-made extensions available on request. Please call Rajan Jolly on 01962 733051. 
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Introduction 

There is something inherently mysterious about Black Panthers. They inspire legends across the world, and seem 

to tread a fine line between myth and reality. In truth, they are melanistic Leopards, but this simple fact does not 

make them any less beguiling. These intriguing jet-black cats are common only in the impenetrable rainforests of 

south-east Asia, where they are almost impossible to glimpse through the thick and tangled vegetation. However, 

a few individuals do occur in the more open forests of southern India – real-life incarnations of Rudyard Kipling’s 

Bagheera. In particular, the Kabini Wildlife Sanctuary (part of Nagarhole National Park) has become famous as 

the home of one very special dominant male, known as ‘Blackie’. He controls a large swathe of the reserve, and 

has become supremely confident in his rule, often allowing the kinds of relaxed encounters that would be special 

with a Leopard of any pelage.  

 

During our 7-night stay at the stunning Kabini River Lodge, we will certainly hope to see a wide range of other 

wildlife, including Asian Elephants, Tigers, more familiar spotted Leopards, many deer and hundreds of birds. If 

we are lucky though, a sight of the jet-black predator will top off a rich and exciting adventure. An optional 3-day 

extension is available to Fringe Ford, a private plantation in Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Itinerary 

Please note that the itinerary outlined offers our planned programme of excursions. However, adverse 

weather and other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the 

course of the tour.  Any such changes will always be done to maximise the best use of time and weather 

conditions available. 

Day 1 Depart London 

We will depart London on a direct British Airways scheduled flight to Bengaluru at 1.55pm. 

Day 2 Bengaluru – Nagarhole National Park 

Arriving in Bengaluru in the early morning, we will be met at the airport by an Indian naturalist who will escort us 

throughout the tour. We will then head southwest to Nagarhole National Park, breaking up the journey with several 

welcome stops – including one for breakfast – which will give us an opportunity to become acquainted with some 

characteristic Indian food and small towns. We should arrive in time for a late lunch at the spectacular Kabini 

River Lodge – our base for the next seven nights. Later in the afternoon, we will head out for our first safari into 

the park – perhaps even experiencing our first Tiger or a Leopard encounter! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kabini River Lodge 
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Day 3/8 Nagarhole National Park 

Over the next six full days, we will thoroughly explore 

the reserve’s vibrant forests and waterways. Throughout 

our stay, the Black Panther will never be far from our 

minds. If we are lucky enough to find ‘Blackie’, then we 

may be in for a truly memorable experience as he is 

renowned for providing close-up sightings, frequently 

using the jeep tracks to patrol his territory and remaining 

unperturbed in the presence of vehicles. However, he 

remains an elusive creature, and we certainly cannot 

guarantee ourselves an audience! 

 

Whether we find the black Leopard or not, Nagarhole’s abundant wildlife will be sure to keep us enthralled. This 

region is home to India’s largest herds of Asian Elephant, including some of the subcontinent’s last big tuskers, as 

well as other mammals such as Gaur, Sambar and Wild Boar. Dhole (Indian Wild Dog) is frequently seen, and this 

is also one of the best places in India to see the typical spotted form of Leopard, although they face increasing 

competition from a thriving population of Tigers! Birdlife is conspicuous, and includes endemics such as Blue-

winged Parakeet, Malabar Grey Hornbill and White-bellied Treepie. 

 

We will explore the park by 4x4 vehicle, boat and 

on foot, allowing us to appreciate this diverse 

wilderness from several distinct angles. The safaris 

on foot will be in the buffer zone of Kabini. 

Afternoon boat trips can be particularly 

productive, as groups of Asian Elephant, Chital 

and Sambar come down to the water to drink. 

Smooth-coated Otter is also a regular sight, as are 

Marsh Mugger Crocodiles and various waterbirds 

including Asian Openbill, Cotton Pygmy Goose 

and Pheasant-tailed Jacana. Nevertheless, it will be 

the drives that will offer our best chance of finding 

‘Blackie’. 

Day 9 Bengaluru     

Today we’ll have a last game drive before leaving Nagarhole after an early lunch. From Kabini, we will make the 

6-hour drive to Bengaluru. Here we will transfer to a comfortable hotel located 35 minutes from the airport to 

rest, enjoy our farewell meal and enjoy a good night’s sleep! 

 

 

Leopard 

A pack of Dhole 
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Day 10 Fly London 

We will be transferred to the airport for our direct British Airways’ flight to London. The flight leaves Bengaluru 

in the early morning and arrives back in London in the afternoon at 1.15pm. 

Post-tour extension to Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary  

An optional 3-day extension to Fringe Ford a private plantation in Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. 

  

Please note: The minimum number of people required to run this extension is five; however, we may decide to 

operate it with fewer people, at our discretion, with local guides. 

 

Day 9 Nagarhole National Park – Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary     

After a morning wildlife activity and lunch at Kabini River Lodge, we will start the 4-hour journey by road to 

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, where we will stay for three nights in the private plantation of Fringe Ford. 

 

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is significant because of its ecological and geographic continuity with other protected 

areas, such as Bandipur and Nagarhole Tiger Reserves in Karnataka, and the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve in 

neighbouring Tamil Nadu. It thus forms a critically important natural corridor, facilitating the seasonal migration 

of a variety of wide-ranging species. Populations of large mammals within this vast interconnected landscape are 

therefore some of the healthiest in the world; as well as providing this crucial link between habitats, Wayanad teems 

with wildlife in its own right. 

 

This wild tract of southern Indian forest is one of the most biodiverse regions in the whole of Asia. The altitude 

ranges from 650 to 1158 metres, and broad swathes of semi-evergreen, moist deciduous and dry-deciduous forests 

clothe the undulating slopes. Wayanad is a constituent part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, a protected area which 

covers over 5000 square kilometres of the unique Western Ghats ecosystem. This UNESCO World Heritage Site 

supports more Asian Elephants than anywhere else on earth, as well as South Asia’s largest contiguous Tiger 

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary 
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population. Other charismatic creatures like Gaur, Leopard, Sloth Bear and Dhole range freely within this three-

state network of parks and reserves. 

The flora of Wayanad is quite distinct from that of other nearby sanctuaries, predominantly consisting of dry and 

moist deciduous vegetation, replete with large extents of bamboo brakes, marshy areas, vayals, Shola forests and 

other pasture lands, together with perennial water resources which attract a large influx of animals to the area in 

summer. 

Day 10/11 Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary     

Snuggled into a cosy valley, high up in the hills, with the grand old forest peaks towering paternally around it, 

Fringe Ford feels cut off from the rest of the world. It features on no maps, has no pollution, no traffic, no formal 

roads, and receives no mobile phone signal. What is does offer, however, is the fabulous experience of living in 

the middle of a remote plantation surrounded by forest, some great treks, and a peaceful silence punctuated only 

by the occasional warning calls of birds or monkeys when a predator comes visiting. 

 

Fringe Ford was named by an Englishman who bought the land in 1912 and turned it into a plantation. It has 

changed hands multiple times since then, and was finally acquired by its present landlord, Ahmed, who decided to 

manage the estate for wildlife. In fact, the 1000-acre property shares unfenced boundaries with the wider reserve 

forests of Wayanad and Tholpaty, which together constitute part of the last Malabar rainforests. While some parts 

are still managed as a plantation, the vast majority of the land has been turned over to the Leopards, Asian 

Elephants, deer, Wild Boar and occasional Tigers that call it home. During our 3-night stay, we will undertake a 

range of optional treks (of varying difficulty), hoping to find some of the area’s many species of animal and plant. 

Fringe Ford is criss-crossed by 27 natural streams, and the source of the Kabini River, which we will have got to 

know so intimately on the main tour, can also be found on the property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fringe Ford itself is a beautiful low-slung bungalow, with a Mangalore tile roof and wide glass windows that provide 

24-hour views of nature. There are three rooms in the main house, and five more higher up near the rock-pond 

and perennial stream – the background track to evenings spent around a roaring bonfire. Each room is snugly 

Fringe Ford 
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outfitted with heavy wooden furniture, soft beds and luxurious bathrooms, some with entire walls converted into 

windows, ensuring that you never miss an opportunity to spot wildlife. 

Day 12 Bengaluru     

Today we will make the 8 to 9-hour drive to Bengaluru. Here we will transfer to a comfortable hotel located 35 

minutes from the airport to rest, enjoy our farewell meal and enjoy a good night’s sleep! 

Day 13 Fly London     

We will be transferred to the airport for our direct British Airways flight to London. The flight leaves Bengaluru 

in the early morning and arrives back in London in the afternoon at 1.15pm. 

 

Other extensions 

 

If you don’t fancy our scheduled Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary extension, we would be delighted to design a 

tailormade extension that is suited to your particular objectives and needs. You might wish to sample some of the 

cultural delights of India, for example, or visit another national park or Tiger Reserve. In India, anything is possible. 

Please call our India consultant, Rajan Jolly, on 01962 733015, for expert advice. 

Grading 

Grade A. We will mostly view wildlife on jeep and boat safaris, and easy walks. A wider range of walks (of varying 

difficulty) is available on the extension. This tour stays in one excellent national park, thus minimising the necessity 

of lengthy road transfers. 

Weather 

The temperatures in the national parks of southern India vary greatly according to the time and of day and season. 

The south of the country is tropical with hot, wet and humid conditions prevalent for most of the year and the 

monsoons are from mid-May to November. 

 

For your tour the weather should be pleasantly warm, even hot, but somewhat cooler at night in the hills. Light 

cottons are advisable, but as temperatures at Fringe Ford go down to 15°C in February and March, light woollens 

are recommended. A lightweight waterproof garment or umbrella is useful. 

 

Worldwide weather forecasts can be found at www.bbc.co.uk/weather. 

 

If you have any questions about weather, temperatures and packing, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
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Food & accommodation  

The cost of all meals and accommodation is included in the price of this holiday.  

 

Inclusions / Exclusions 
 
The following costs are included in the price of the holiday: 

• International flights in economy class with British Airways. 

• Full board accommodation throughout (i.e. breakfast, lunch and dinner). On the main tour and post-tour 

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary extension, we use comfortable tourist lodges with private facilities.  

• All transport and guiding. 

• All wildlife excursions, park fees and reserve entry fees. 

 

The following costs are not included: 

• Online visa (currently US$40 plus the bank transaction charges of 2.5%). 

• Drinks (though most lodges in the national parks provide boiled drinking water or a bottle of water with 

their compliments). 

• Discretionary tipping (leaders and drivers only). During the course of your holiday you will receive periodic  

assistance from a wide variety of enthusiastic, friendly and helpful local guides, jeep drivers, trackers, hotel  

porters, waiters and other local people. The tipping of these individuals will be handled by your tour  

leader(s) and its cost is included within the price of your holiday. Tips to your tour leader and drivers 

are not included, and are at your discretion. 

• Any other personal spending e.g. souvenirs, laundry, camera fees. 

Flights  

We fly directly to India on British Airways, from London Heathrow Terminal 5, for most of our India tours. They 

offer an excellent all-round service, including connecting flights from most UK regional airports (although such 

regional departures will be subject to an additional charge of around £150). 

 

If you would prefer to travel World Traveller Plus (normally available for a supplement of around £695) or 

Business (normally available for a supplement of around £2,595) or if you would prefer to travel from regional 

airports, please let us know at the time of booking so that we can make the necessary arrangements. 

Clothing 

A full list of our suggested items to take is included in the pre-departure information which will be sent to you on 

receipt of your booking. Please inspect this list thoroughly. Take lightweight clothing for daytime wear; 

however, warm clothes will be needed for early mornings and evenings which can be very chilly. Khaki and other 

‘bush’ colours are recommended, as bright colours can often scare the animals. A wide-brimmed hat is essential 

protection from heat-stroke and sunburn. 

Tour leaders 

Kaustubh Mulay, Durgesh Singh, Anand Sinha, Indrajit Latey or Pradeep Singh. 
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Your safety & security 
 
You have chosen to travel to India. Risks to your safety and security are an unavoidable aspect of all travel and the 

best current advice on such risks is provided for you by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  In order to assess 

and protect against any risks in your chosen destination, it is essential that you refer to the Foreign Office website 

– https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/india regularly prior to travel. 

Entry requirements 

All UK passport holders and most other nationalities require a visa for India, which is obtainable in advance from 

your nearest embassy.    

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, book 

online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our main 

Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room supplements if required. 

If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. Please 

stipulate any special requirements, for example extension requests or connecting/regional flights, at the time of 

booking. Please note that we could take only six people on this tour and the departures tend to book up a 

long time in advance. Please book as early as possible to avoid disappointment.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/india
http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

